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| EPHES. Chap. V. Ver. 33... 
Nevertheleſs, Zet every One of you in particular ſo love his Wife as himſelf, 
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X Bufineſs is to declare from the deeper What are the Duties of Huſe 
bands and Wives towards each ther; a Subject of manifold Uſe and 
Need : For as this Relation is the Foundation of all others in the World, 
fo the N Di'charge of the Duties here-f doth greatly promote the 
like in all the refit. But here, at is eaſier to direct, than to perſwade ; 

and harder to plea'e Man than God: And you know) we muit be faithful to him, 
and we muſt be faithful to 5; and yz mutt labour to bring your Will to the Rule, 
and not to bring the Rule to your Will. And yorr Rule is id down in the e Words, 
Nevertheleſs, Let every One of yon in particular ſs Love his VVife as himſelf, and the 
VVife [ ſte] that ſhe Reverence her Huſband. 


Wherein you have, r. The Connexion, [ Nevertheleſs,] that is to ſay, Leaving that 


Myſtery of the ſpiritual Marriage, Let every one f you, &. Or, notwithſtacding that 
the Copy N ver. 15. of Chri 7's Love to his Church is fo ſuperlative and above · 
5 


your reach, yet let every One af you ſ Love his VVife as himſelf; unleſs we underſtand 
it illatively, and read it, So then, or therefore, q. d. The ſum and ihort ot what is ſaid 
amounts to this, that as Cy ic loved his Church, ſo every one of you, Bc. 
2. The Direction, in tlie reſt of the Verſe, Let ever) One of you, & c. Wherein you ſee, 
a Ihe Univer al Obligation of it, | Let every One of you, who; might with ſome 
ordinary Supplement to the Greek make a Sentence of it {elf ; thus, Let every Ove FA 
yon (though you be never o good, and. though they be never ſo bad ; look to this, 


vom this, | WIT © —— 1 | 

* (2.) The particular 4fplication of it, (in particular. What hath. been determin'd 
in general, let it be applied by every one to themſelves For both theſe Paſſages may 
wel) reſj cct H oth Husband and Wife, and do import that each of them ſhould ſtudy and 
practice their particular Duty. | . 
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(3. The ownmary Deſcription of each of theſe their Duties, And, © _ — 
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b Here is the Sum of every Husband's Duty, [To Love his VViſe.) Indeed this is 
not All, but this is the Chief of All, this will fulfill All. And to this is added an excel- 
lent Clauſe [as himſelf,] which may pa's both for a Rwl-, and for a Reaſon. 1. For a 
Rule; tor he that may not know how our Saviour loved his Cixerch, yet cannot but 
know how he ſhould love himſelf; why, let him love his Wife as bim'elf. 2. For a 
Reaſon ; for it being certain, that a Man's Wite is a greater part of himſelf, that they 

are but Twa-in-One, ſb Let every One of you love his Wife as himſelf. 

[2.] Here is the Sum of every Wife's Duty, [and let t'e Wile ſee that ſhe Reverence 
her Husband.] Where the wor [ fee] is added, in our Tranſlation, as a converient Sup- 
plement to the Senſe, though it be not in the Letter of the Greek. + But the Subſtance ot 
the Wife's ney is here concluded to be Reperence, (as we tranflate it) though moſt o- 
thers read it Fear. And, doubtleſs, intends that 7#ward Re ſpect᷑ to the Place and Per- 
ſon ofan Husband, which inc lines them to a voluntary Subject ion, and an agre-able Be- 
haviour. Which Reverence or Fear is ſo far from excluding Love, that in both ſuppo.. 
ſes it, and is an Effect of it: For when we love, we ſtudy to leaſe, and fear to oftend. 

And though there be no expreſs 8 of this Duty of the Wife, as there was 
of the Husband's, who is charged to Jove his Wife as himyelf ; yet there is an ipiplicit 
Dire@im to the Wife in her guy to her Husband, namely, to reverence him and to- 
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; be ſteject to him as unto her Hea teu 
[ | 80 that Our Leſſon hence 15 Plain, which is this | . 
1 ern | 
Doftr, That every Huchand ſpould love his Wife.as bimſelf, and every Wiſe ſhould: 
reverence her Husband, 2:5 Pr 


This is the Dictate of the Creator, both by the Light of Nature and of Scripture. 
This is the conſtant Language both of the Old Teftament and of the New; and is more 
R handled and preſt by the two great 4p files of tle Fews and Gentiles, that 
ſo all Chriſtians, however deſcended, ſhould ſubmit unte it; The Apoſtle Paul, Ephe/- 
1. 22. Cc. Col. 18. The A le Petey, 1 Pet, , 1. Ge. a 
Not jthat theſe are all their reſpective Duties; bur theſe are ſpeciſied either 1. Be- 
cauſe in theſe are the moſt ſtequent Failings; Hwusbands too commonly being defective 
in their Love, and I fes moſt defective in their Reverenceand $zobjett:on; Or 2. Becauſe 
_ theſe two are the Sum of the Reſt, and no other Duties are either poſſible or acceptable 
without them. a; 8 he | 
And my preſent Work is to digeſt and urge theſe in a ſolemn and impartial manner, 
that it may appear, Our Religion doth not only propound Rewards to make us happy. © 
in the ld to come, but doth alſo direct the Met has ot ſettling qur Quiet and Cm. 
fort in this preſent Bife,, For certainly, it is nat the Niung ot Husbands or /Vives that 
brings Contentment, but the mutual Diſcharge of both their Duties; and this makes. 
their Lives, though never ſo poor, an Heaven upon Earth. | TP; 
But here I can butdraw up an Abſtradts, and ſend — e mor be better pro 
vided. - In the mean time, let us. all, in the Froſecution hereof, /adly reflect on our former: 
Failmgs, and ſincerely 2 on future Amendment, according to that, wheretit we: 
ſhallþe convinced by the VVord of Truth, | Fo 


(40 
And here L fliall endeavour theſe Four Things. 
I. To propound the mutual or common Duties of both, 
2. The ſpecial Duty of every Hresband. * 
3. The ect Duty of every V/ife. ; 
4 5 how to accompliſh them; that ſo they may moſt certainly be Blæſings 
to each other. | | | 1 
Firſt, let us ſee thoſe mutual, Duties that be common between the Husband and the 
Wite, wherein both of them are equally (at leaſt according to the Place and Power of 
cach) concern'd and oblidg'd : and they are theſe ſollowing. 1 
r. Mutual Cohabitation. For the Man, he muſt leaue Father aud. Mother, and 
cleave to his VVife and the Woman, ſhe mwſt forget ber Kindred and her Father's 
Houſe, The Husband, he muſt dwell with his VVife + And the Wife, /he muſt not de- 
Fart from the Husband, though he be an Infidel. And indeed the Eud and Duties of 
Marriage are ſuch, as will not ordinarily diſpenſe herewith, For Example, 1 Cor. J. 3. 
4. 5. Let the Husband render unto the Vf: due Benevolence, and likewiſe alſo 15 
FVVife unto the Husband. The Mife hath not the Power of her own Body butithe, Hus-- 
band : And likewiſe alſo the Husband hath not Powey of his own Body, but the Pia. 
Defraud you nt the one the other, except it he with Coaſent for a time, that you may 


dive our ſelves to Faſting and Prayer, and come together again, that Satan tempt you 
g7ve x mg } 1 8 x LET a 


not for your Incontinency. Which plainly ſhews ; that even the ſober Uſe of the 
riage-bed'is fuch a mutual Debt, that it may not be intermitted long without NVeceſſity 
and Conſent, Nay in the Old Lam, the greateſt Neceſſity ſhould not ſend the Husband 
from his Wife the firſt Year, that their Affect ions might be throughly ſettled, and that 
he might chear up his VVife which he hath taken. Neither indeed can any of the follow- 
my Duties towards each others Souls or Bodies be throughly performed, nor many grie- 
vous Snares avoided, without dwelling together. Rua 3% * 
And therefore, neither Deſire of Gain, nor Feas of Trouble, nor Occafional Di ſtaſts, 
nor Pretences of Religion, ſhould ſeparate thoſe from Conj Converſe and Cohabita» 
tion, (unleſs with Conſent, and that but for a time) whom God hath. joined together. 
2. Mutual Love, This, tho“ in a peculiar mauner it be the Dut of the: 


Col. 3. 18. Husbands love jour Mives; yet it is required alſo of the Wife, IIb. 2. 4. 


they mit love their Huſbands. Indeed, this is the Conjugal Qnaoe, the great Ræaſan, 
and the great Comfort ot Marriage. Not a ſenſual or doting Paſſiun, but genuine, con- 
jugal and conſtant, out of a . Heart feruently, not grounded on . Beauty, Health, 
or Intereſt; for theſe may ſoon wither and fail: Nor only upon Grave and. Piaty; for 
this may decay to the leaſt Degree, and in the Opinion of both Parties quite diſappear e 
But it muſt be grounded upon the Command and Ordinance of Gad, hereby of Iwo 
they are made One Flzſh;. So that tho! either of them 2 deformed, toward, 
thd? unregenerate, wicked, Infidels; yet in Obedience to God, and in Conſcience of the 
Marriage Vow, which obligeth for better far worſe, they ought te lqvVe each other with? 
ſeperlative Love; and when the Sacred Knot is once tied, every Man ſhould think his- 
Wife, and every Wife her Husband, the fitteſt for them of an) in the World, Aud here- 
upon the Heathens took the Gall from the Nuptial-Sacrifices,: and caſti it behind the Hf 
tar Toimitate the removing of all Bitterneſs from the -Mariage-ſiate ; there ſhould 
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And this Love muſt be as durable and conſtant, as are the Grounds of it, to the Per- 
ſons of each other until Death; and to the Memory and Poſterity to each other, when 
they are dead and gone: And thus the good Wife is underſtood ( by ſome ) to the Hus- 
band good all the Days of her Life, not only of his Life, but, when he is dead, to his Poſt- 


erity. What ſtrange Inſtances of this laſting Love former Ayes hath given, and fome , » | 


Pagans at this Day, is in Hiffory both evident and Admirable. 
This true-hearied Love will bring true Content ard conitant Comfort into that Con- 
dition, will make all Conmſels and Reproofs acceptable, will keep out Zealow/jy, that 
Bane of Marriage Comfort, will keep the Thoughts fixt, and the Heart chaſt. For it is 
not the Having of an Husband or Wife, but the Loving of them, that preſerves from A- 
dultery. This will prevent, or ſoon quiet, thoſe Star nis within Dyors ; as we lee the 
Mother that dearly loves her Child, though it cry all Night and diſturb her Quiet, yet 
Lowe to it makes them very good Friends in the Morning. It Love be eclipſed for a 
Day or an Hour between the Husband and Wife, they are like a Bone out of Foint, there 
is no Eaſe, nor Ordet, nor Work well done, till it be reſtored again. 

3. Mutual Fidelity, eſpecially to the Marriage-bed, and alſo in each others Se- 
crets. And this is directed 1 Cor. . 2. Let every Man haue his own Wife, and let e. 
very Woman have her own Husband. By which Rule, the Thoughts, Deſires, and 
Actions of each ot them are confin'd to their own lawful Yoke-icllow, as the deareſt, 
ſweeteſt, and heft Object in the World; and this by Virtue of the Covenant of their 
God, The leaſt Abervation herein (if it be not ſpeedily and ſincerely mortified ) will 
ſtrangely get Ground and feſter in the Soul, and never reſt till it come to plain A. 
dultery, And then the Comfort of their Lives, the Quiet of their Conſciences, and the 
Credit of their Families lie bleeding; and without true Repentance, their Eternal 
Happineſs ſhipwrack' d. this virtually diſſolves the Bond of Marriage, and (if 
the Divme Lum were executed) brings the Offender to a ſevere Death. And though 
ſome greater Shame and other Inconveniencies do follow the Unfaithfulneſs of the Wife; 
= Man and Wife being but one Fleſb, aud equal Power granted them over the Bodies 
of each other, the Guilt of this Sin is equal; unleſs the Wiſdom and Strength of the 
Man do make his Fault the grearer.  ' EF | 
And therefore all poſſible Care muſt be uſed to aveid all Occafions and Incentives 
of wandring Deſires from home; and the rather, becauſe that he or ſhe that is not con- 
tent with one, will not be content with : For Sin is boundleſs, and Nothing but 
Grace and the Grave can limit the Defires ot the Heart. . 1 

The ſame Faithfwulne/s is neceſſary in the wiſe Concealmcnt of each others Secrets, 
whether Natual, Moral, or Civil, unleis in ſuch Caſes where a ſuperior Qbl:zation 
doth releaſe them. For there cannot be a more unnatural; Treachery, than when Hus- 
band and Wite (the neareſt of Friends) make one another obnoxious to Shame or Harm: 
Bad, when it is done by /nadvertence.; worſe, hen in their Paion ; worſt of all, when 
it is done through I ili and Malice, 95 n 
4. Mutual Helpfulneſs. Hence they are called IJvleſellowms: And of the Woman 
it was faid, in the Creation, that ſhe ſhould be an Help meet for him; which may be 
rendred, an Help like him : For they ſhould be each ot them Help to each other. There 
are three Toe, which they muſt jointly bear. 1. The Toke of Cares, This ail Peo- 
ple muſt expect to bear in a married u dt (for the moſt part) that of Lab] 


alſo 


8. 


(.6) 
alſo. 4nd theſe lying always on one Showidey will over-load ; but when ſome Hel 


comes in, the Husband takes Care without, the Wife takes Care within, the Hasbaad 
travels abroad, the Wife is buſie at honie, then the Burden is eaſier. To this end, it be- 


Hyves the Wife to read often the laſt Chapter. of Proverbs, and the Husband the reſt of 


that Book, for their quickning hereunto. 2. The Tie of Croſſes and Troubles. For 
Tuch as are married, though they expect nothing but Fleaſure,yet muſt expect Troubles 
n the Fleſh; Loſſes in their Eſtates, Afflict ions in their Children, Croſlings both from 
Friends and Enemies. Now 1 Man and Woman ſhould chuſe ſuch Yoke-tellows, 
as may be Friends as well as Relations, and may comfort, ſupport, and adviſe each 
other with all Faithfulneſs and & mmpathy. * The Toke of Feſus Chriſt, For they 
ſhould live together as Heirs of the Grace of Life. And it is the higheſt end of their 
Relation, to promote one another's Everlaſting Happineſs. The Knowledze of the Hus- 
band muſt help the Wife, and the Zeal of the Wife muſt help the Husband. Wien the 
Sun ſhines, the Moon abſconds; when that is ſet, this appears. When the Husbagd is 
at home, then its his Work to inſtru& and pray with his Family, and ſanctify the Sab-. 
bath; but in his Abſence, his Wite is his tate Deng and muſt look to it. And both 
muſt ſtudy, both in Prudence and Conſcience, to be ot one Mind, encourageing, repro- 


ving, or correcting their inferiors; leſt their Authority be weakned, their Spirits dis 


ſtempered, and their Endeau ers fruſtrated. 


5. Mutual Patience. This Grace we are bound to exerciſe towards all Men, how 
much more to ſuch near and dear Relations? Let all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Cla- 
mors, and Evil-ſpeaking, be put away, with all Malice. And be kind one to another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God doth, for Chriſt's Sake, forgive us, Eph. 
4. 31. 32. - Inumerable are the Occaſions that may miniſter Contention in the daily 
Affairs, wherein they are concerned, and Satan is ever ready to blow the Coal, and they 
have corrupt and froward Natures : And therefore there is a flat Neceſſity of this bleſſed 


Grace. Alas! a Civit War within Doors is moſt intollerable. The Soul, the Body, 


the Worſhip of God, their Affairs, the Family are diſordered by it. No good can 
come ol it  Paſſi- reforms Nothing, but Patience may; the Wrath of Man works 
ust the Righte:uſneſs of God. | 4 | 
The married Couple therefore muſt ſeek and pray for a meek and quiet Spirit, morti- 
ſy Pride, learn Self- denial, and ſometimes wifely withdraw till the Storm be ovex, and 
hold their Peace, to keep the Peace. They muſt conſider (as Holy Mr, Bolton faith ) 
that two Angels are not met together, but two ſinful Children of Adam, from whom 
little can be expected but Weakneſs and Warwardneſs. They muſt reckon the greateſt 
Worth and Honour to be fr in Overtures of ' Peac2, and never ſuffer theſe unnatinal 
Heats to ferment. What Honour or Comfort can one have in falling out with Heſs 
What Prize in that Victory? Let ſome lefſer Faults be winF'd at, and let the Husband 
fpy a Seaſon diſcreetly to admoniſh his Wife; and the Wite re/peffully to acquaint the 
Husband of Things amiſs, and if the faulty Perſon would conſcientiouſly make an Ac- 
knowJedgement of their Error to the other, and both beg Pardon of God tor it, it would 


be a good Antidote againſt the Hke Folly, and bring Glory to God. This is certain, 


he or {he that can without Scruple injure the other, is not kept from wronging others by 
any bmeft Principle. And la PL et them conſider, that it is much better to give place 
do one another, than, by nourifhing Anger, to give place to the Devil, © 


8. Mi © 


CT: 
6. Mutnal Endeavours for each others Salvation. This is clearly inferred from: 
1 Cor. 7. 16. For what knaweſt thou, O Wife, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy Husband? 
Or, how kn weſt tha, O Man, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy Wife? This ſhould be your 
chief Deſign, and it you can attain this, tho? with Trouble, you are made. How Fa- 
gamfh, yea, how Brutiſh a Thing is it, only to enjoy the Comtorts ot Marriage toge- 
ther, and then to go together into Hell! It you ſufter one another to be Damned, where 
is your Love? Nay, how can you lie (with Comfort) with a L:#b of the Devil in xout 
Boſom? *Tis true, they muſt not paſs uncharitable Cenſyres on one ang ther, either in 
Heart or Speech ; nor candeum them in their everlaſting Eftate for every Deviation, 
nor obtrude Religious Matters in a diſtaſtful manner; but they ought aflect onately ro 
enquire into the Spiritual Effate of each other, and, if Necd require, uſe all proper 
means inceſſantly to bring the ignorant or vitious Party into the god ways of Gj 
And that by drawing them to the Means of Grate, and giving them no Reſt in the un- 
ſafe Condition of unrenewed Nature, Let them go both to the Church, 9775 Chr yſo- 
flom) and afterwards at home, let the Husband require of the Wife, and the Wife of 
the Husband, thoſe Things which were ſpoken and read, or at leaft ſome part thereof. 
And what know?ff thou, O Man, but hereby thou may'ſt ſave thy Wife ? That is, thou. 
| knoweſt nothing to the contrary. Nay, there is a Cloud of Witneſſes to verity the blei- 
ſed Effects of theſe Endeavours. 1 CY $, 

And if you be both married to Chriſt Jeſus, yorr Work is to build up one another in 
your moff holy Faith, and in all Wiſdom and Holineſs, And to that end you ought 
carefully to watch over each other, leſt at any time you fall into Temptation. To ſtudy 
each others Diſpoſitions, conſider each others Snares, obſerve each others, Decays in 
Zeal and Piety, that you may ſpeedily apply Remedies, and exhort one another daily, 
left either of you be hardned thro the Dereit/ulneſs of ſin. Your Curtain-talk ſhould - 
often be o God; and of your eternal Eftate, and you ſhould improve that Analogy 
which is between Feſus Chriſt and his C ß, and the Married- Couple, to your Cam- 
fort and Direction. In ſhort, you ſhould in both your Carriages declare plainly, that 
n F 3D 

7: Mutual Marriage-Chaſftity. For Marriage is honourable in all, and the Bed 
undefiled, Heb. 13. 4. And the great Care both of Huſband and Wife ſhould be to be 
Chaft in Marriage, to abboy all wanton Speeches, and uufit Incentives of Luft, and to 
be ſober, Faſohable, and regular in the Uſe of the Marriage- Bed. They ſhould beware: 

leſt they make that Ordinance, which is the Remedy of impure Affections, to be the 
Nurſe and Exciter of them.” They muſt not think that their Relation doth ligitimate 
every Folly which they can perpetrate, or that inord inate or immoderate Pleaſures can 
ever agree with the Bed ungeſiled. A Mai may be a wicked Drunkard with his own- 
Drink, and a wretched Beaſt in his own Marriapge-Bed: 1 might here bring in Divines 
of Late, Fathers of Old, yea Philoſophers themſelves, agreeing in their Cenſures ot 
theſe Extravagancies, and telling us, That the Pleaſures of Marriage ſhould be ſerious, 
7 and mixt with Severity ; and that an' intemperate Man in IWedlock dif- 
fore ttle froman Adulterer, OOO 

Let all married Perfons therefore remember, that the holy Eye of God is upon them; 

that their Bodies are the Temples of the Holy Gho# ; and that they muſt render a fri 
Account unto the Eord of every ſecret thing. © There is necd, even in a married Eſtate; - 
e | ky ; | 10 


N 


8s natural Madeſty or Re 


fections or Intereſts. 


* things in Chri upon their Souls. Who knows but that God may to 


(8) i 
to cyucify our fleſhly Luſts; and to deny our natural and lawful Deſites at ſuch Times 
ligion cormnaud Abſtinence, and fo make them unlawful 
Keep therefore an inviolable Decorum in your Converſe together; ſhew Reverence to 
God, bear Reverence to one another, reverence your ſelves. Be aſſured of this, that true 
Love behaves not it ſelf unſeeml;, and that Modeſiy is the, belt Pre/erver of Nuptial 


Chaſtity, 


8. Mutual Care of each others Health, Wealth, Credit and Contentment, This the 
Nature of their Kelatin, the Ordinance of God, and the Samene/s of their Intereſts re- 
quires from them. They ought to be tender ot tach others Health, and ſick in one a- 
nothers ſickneſs. The Husband muſt improve all his Skull and Strength to procure a 
competence of E/?ate, and the Wite all hers to help and further it. The Reputation of 
the Wite, the Huſband muſt tender as the Apple of his Eye, and the Wife muft every way 
advance the good Name of her Huſband. And in ſhort, the Foly Ghof hath determi- 


ned, that he that is married careth for the things of the World, hom he may pleaſe his 


Wife, and ſhe that is married careth for the things of the World, how ſbe may pleaſe 
her Husband, 1 Cor. J. 33 34. are ; 0 

This will bring Honour to Religion, Comfort to their at; Fog a Bleſſing on all 
they have. This will make them, digeſt all. the Pains and Troubles of that Condition, 
ſeeing they find two ta be better than one, and do never muſs of a ſweet and conſtant 
Friend in their Boſom. Without this Care the one will be a perpetual burden to the o- 
ther, and a daily torment. When the one is unconcerned in the others Trials; when 


the one gathers and the other ſcatters; when the one blaſts the others Reputation; when 


one perpetually croſſeth and vexeth the other; there follows a Hell of Diſquiet in the 
Mind, ordinarily a bla upon the Eſtate, beſides Guilt and Shame unſpe e. 

Think therefore often, G4 hath made Us One, if my Wife be Sick, I am not half 
Well; if my Husband be Poor, I cannot be Rich; if he be Diſcontent, hom can I be 
Content? VVel Laugh and Weep together; nothing but Death ſhall ſeparate our Af. 


g. Mutual Prayer. Hence the Apoſtle Peter, 1 Epiſt. 3. 9. adviſes, that their Pray- 
ers be not hindred ; which implies, that they ſhould pray for and with one another. 
Thus Iſaac is ſaid, Gen. 25. 21. to multiply Prayers with, or before his VVife, and it 
follows how prevalent theſe Prayers were: This Common Debt we owe to all, much 
more to them that are ſo nearly united to us. The pureſt Love is written in Prayer. 
Tlis Duty muſt conſtantly be done for, and frequently with. each, other. No better 
Preſervative of real Love and Peace than praying together. There they , muſt bewail 
their Failings in their conjugal Relations, the Pollutzons. that cleave to the Maryiaze- 


Bed. There they ſhould beg the Bleſſing of Children, and Ble{fimgs upon their Chil- 
dren, a Bleſſing upon their E/fates, and eſpecially, all ſpiritual are in heavanly 


Te or h MAT, tou the Heart 85 
the Wife, when the Husband is pouring out Prayers for her? Certainly they are in the 
Diſcharge of their Duty, to 4145 God Promiſe, 


hath . niſe 8 Wes 
And it will be the Wiſdom of them Both to 2 t times for their joint Prayers, if 
they cannot keep Pace with Holy Mr. Bolton, who pray*d twice daily alone, twice with 
As Ie te, and twice with his Family. And herein conſider, what particular Grace or 

I derer your Relation wants; what Sin and Temptation are moſt liable ß 


. 
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res God with an humble Importunity in the Caſe till your Prayers de anſwered. You , 

30% each other a ſpiritual bs well as . Love; and if you only Eat and 

Drink together, what do you more than others? Do not the Beaſts of the Field fo? If 
your Love reach only to the Body and the Things of this Life, do not the Publicans the 
fame? But if you love one anothers Souls, and be reſtleſs after the Salvation thereof, 

you do more than others, and Dur Labours ſhall nat be in vain in the Lord. : * 

And thus you have heard a plain Breviate of theſe Common Duties, which tiusbands - 
and Wives ſhould diſcharge towards each other. I follew now the Order of my Text, 

to declare in the Second wo theſpecial Duty of the Husband in this Polition, 2 

II. The great Duty of every Husband is to Love his ownVVife. This is the Founda. 
tion of all the reſt, this muſt be mixed with all the reſt, this 18 the Epitomie of all the 
reſt of his Duty. And hence this is expreſſy mentioned four times in this Chapter, verſe 
25, 28, 33. as being the great Wheel, which by its motion carrys about all the other 
Wheels of the AMections that are within us, and the Actions that are without us. Fixbut 
this bleſſed Habit in the Heart, and it will teach a Man, yea it will enforce a Man, to 
all that Tenderneſs, Honour, Care and Kindneſs that is required of him. Theſe are but 
the Beams from that Sun, they are but the Fruits from that Root of real Love that is 
within. Love ſuffereth long and is kind, it envies not, is not puffed up, ſeeks not her 
own, is not eallly provoked, thinketh none Evil, beareth all things, 1 Cor. 1.4.6. 
It is here as it is in Love to God, which (you. know) doth both inſtruct and thruſt a 
Man on to the utmoſt of his Duty, excluding thoſe wary Fears wherewith Hypocrites 
abound, leſt they thould do too much. Even ſo Love to a Man's Wife ſuggeſts all fit 
Expreſlions thereof, and carries a Man to perform the higheſt Effects of it, when as the 
want of this cauſes him to diſpute every Inch of God's Command, and to be jealous of 
every Preſcription. = | PIT: | 

I ſball trace this comprehenſive Grace or Duty; 1. In its Nature and Property. 
2 Inits Pattern. 3. In its Effects. Which done, you will ſee that the greateft part, 
if not all, of the Huſband's Duty, is contained in Loving his Wife as himſelf. 

I. The Nature and Property of this Love is con ſe true and genuine, ſuch as is 
peculiar to this Relation: Not that Fondneſs which 1s proper in Children, nor the bru- 
tiſh Luſt which is peculiar to Beaſts, but that which is right and true. 

(1.) For the Ground of it; which is the near Relation which God's Ordinance hath 
now brought him into, and his ill revealed in his Word. Such was the Love of 1. 
ſaac to Rebecca, Gen. 24. 67. She became his wife, and he loved her. The Ordi. 
nance of God hath made her One Fleſh with me, and the Law of Nature obligeth me to 
Jove my own Fleſh ; and therefore, tho het Beauty be decay'd, her Portion ſpent, her 
Weakneſs great, and her Uſefulneſs ſmall, yet ſhe is a Piece of my Self, and here the 
wiſe God hath determined my Affection. And when all is ſaid, this is the only ſure 
Foundation, and holds perpetually, | 1 

( 2.) This Love muſt be right for the Extent of it ; I mean, it reaches the whole Per- 
ſon, both Sz and Body. Every Man ſhould chooſe ſuch an One, whoſe outward Fea- 

tures and Proportion he can highly eſteem and effect; and it ſpeaks the admirable Wiſ⸗ 
dom of God to frame ſuch Variety of Fandies to anſwer the Variety of Perſons, and 
there being ſuch Choice, it is ſottifh Folly to chooſe where a Man cannot love, and the 
greateſt Injury poſlible to the Wife, to wſhace * Heart, and bind her to One that ſhall 


always 


” 


— 


| 1 ( 1 O ) i To 
afterwards ſay, ke cannot Tove her. But beſides this, true Coming Love to a Wife 
reaches her Sort; To as to ſee ank miableneſß in her Mind and Dilpolition,fo as to ſtudy 
| how to poliſh her Soul more and more with Wiſdom and Piety, and to endeavour that 
her Soul may profper as her Body proſpers. . | 

( 3) Right tor the Degree of i ; it muſt be Tranſcendent, above your Love to Pa- 
rents: For this Cauſe Run a Man leaue his Father and his Mother, an i. ſball cleave 
to his Wife, Gen, 2. 24. The Huſband muſt honowy his Parents, but he muſt love 
his Wife as himſelf, and muſt (yet with all Prulnece) prefer her in his Reſpects, when 
ever they come in Competition; and thoſe Parents have forgotten the Relation and Dut 
of an Huſband that expect other from their Children, when they are married: And 15 
he muſt prefer her in his Affection before his Children, and rather love them for her 
ſake, than her for theirs, and before all others in the World. In ſhort, he muſt ſo love 
her, as to delight in her Company above all others. Let her be as the loving Hind and 
pleaſant Roe, lex her Breaft ſatisfy thee dt all Times, and be thou rauiſbt always with 
her Love, Prov. 5. 19. 20. 

(4) The Hufpand's Love muſt be right for the Duration of it, 4nd the laſt nam- 
ed Scripture clears that; be thou always raviſht with her Love. Not only kind before 
other Folk, and then cold in private, but always: Not for a Week, or Month, or the 
firſt Year, but while Late laſts. Yea, as he hath "Experience of her Virtues and Sweet- 
neſs, his Love ſhould daily increaſe : As you know we love any Creature the more, by 
how much the longer we have had bim; and nothing more betrays the Badneſs of a 

Man's Spirit, than to negleft his Wife, when his ſenſual Appetite is once cloy?d. For 
| You have had her Beauty and Strength, why ſhould You not alſo have her Wrinkles 
j and Infirmities, yea, and give the mare Reſpect to her fried Fidelity? However, this 
is certein, ſtill You are c Hleſh, and every Man continues kind to his own Fleſh, 
how infirm and noifom ſoever it be. And if there be leſs Comlineſs in the Body, yet u- 
fually there is more Beauty in the Mind, more Wiſdom, Humility, and fear of the Lord; 
'B fo that ſtill there are ſuſhcient Arguments in her, or Arguments in the Bible, to perpe- 
Fa tuate Fo conjugal Affection. | | | __ 
2. Let us trace the Husband's Love to his Wifein its Pattern laid kown in the Scrip- 


f ture, and particularly in the Context and Words which I am handling. And, 
1 (1) The Husband ought to love his Wife, as our Saviour Chrift loved his Church, 
iÞ Ver. 25 Husbands, love Tour Wives, even as Chriſt alſo loved his Church. He muſt 


1 mouriſh and cheriſh her, even as the Lord the Church, Ver 29 Now theſe Texts di- 

| rect us to the quality of our Love, though we cannot reach to an equality with Chriſt 
herein. How then doth Fefizs Chrif love his Church? 1 ſhall ſearch no farther into 
this Depth, that ſo far as it is propoſed in this Context for a Pattern (ſurely) to all 
Huſbands in their Love, And this his Love is repreſented to | 
_ T 17 Hearty without Difſimulation, Ver. 25. He loved the Church, and gave him- 

elf for it, His Love was real, for he died of it. The Huſband muſt write after this 
Copy. Not to love his Wife in Nord and Tongue on but in Deed and in Truth; 
that if his Heart were opened, her Name might be found written there. Some vain com- 
plemental Perfons there are, that N in their vert addreſſes many ſincere and 

true-hearted Huſbands; but neither doth God, nor ſhould a diſcreet Wife, look only 
at the Appenrance, but at the Heart. A wy”? F 
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21 Free,without being before, or likely to be yewarded after. For v. 27; 
he himſelf that he might cleanſe his Church Which implies, that the was in 
ul Plight w r Motion. She was no Beauty; no, we Hed him, becauſe 
he loved ws firſt. The Huſband muſt precede, and by his Love draw out the Love of 
his Wite ; tor Love is the i hetſſone Mere And it ſhe appear weak, as their Sex by 
Conſtitutionis, both in Wiſdom, Strength and Courage, e. unlovely, and negli- 
gent of her Duty; yet he muſt love her: For Love ſeelbeth not her own. True Love 
doth more 2 er the Object beloved, than to advantaget he Subjef that loveth. 
And to love a Wife. only in ot ſome Aduantages by her, is unworthy the Heart 
of an and no-way Ike the Example of C briff. | | 
31 h, without Impmwrity, For v. 26, He loved his Church, that he might ſan- 
A and uleamſ it with the wiſbing of Water by the Word; that is, by the Ule ot the 
Vorl and Sacraments, The Huſband cannot have a better Copy, and ꝝ taught hereby 
to endeavour at any Coſt and Pains whatſoever to further the SanQtification and Salva- 
tion of his Wife - Of which before. | 
BM " [4] Great without Compariſon. For greater Love hath mo Man than this, to lay 
down his Life for bis Friend: nd Ft id our Sui, u. 25. He gave himſelf for his 
Church, He took not upon him the Nature of + „but preterr'd the Sed of 


Abraham. The Huſband muſt herein imitate our Lord and Maſfer, by preferving a ſingu- 
lar and ſuperlative 1 for his Wife, becauſe ſhe is a Meneher of his Body, of bis 
k Fleſh, of his Bones, But ofthis alſo before. * . N 
F K Fl Conftant withot Alteration ; even until he preſent his Church a glorious 
1 Ohnerch without ſpot or wrinkle, v. 27. Many a weary Day hath he, and many an un- 
0 kind put off; yet be doth not caft her off. = ho is a Copy tor Huſbands: They mult 
7 not for every Fault repent theif Bargain, and curſe the Time of their meeting ; they 
5 muſt not be meditating a Change upon any Diſlike, but bear and forbear; and over- 
9 come Evitwith Good. | "MEE: «x 


(64.80 is an ative and fruitful Love; for v. 29. He nouriſheth and oheriſbeth 
his ch. His poor Church is always wanting, he ſupplies her; the is in Trouble, 
he protetts her; ſhe is ready to fink, he awakes to fave her. Such muſt be an Hnſkand's 
Love. He muſt {ſpare no Coſt, no Pains to do his Wife good. She now leans only up- 
on him, he muſt not fail her; ſhe hath left all her Friends for him, he muſt not leave 
her; She hath a Succeſſion of many Infirmities, Pains and Perils, he maſt nouriſh her :. 
No Nurſe like a good Huſband ; he muſt cheriſh her; no Cordial or Comforter like to a 
wiſe and loving Husband. Thus the Huſband muſt love his Wife, as Chrift loveth his. 
Church. And again, | | | | ed 
2. The Hushand muſt love his Wife as himſelf : So faith my Text. The Apoſtle 
hath ſaid, v. 2B. S Men owght to love their Wives, as their own Bodies. And leftthar 
ſhould not be ſufficient, he goes on in ny Text, and ſays, Let every one of yau in par- 
 Hicular love his wife even as himſelf. And whereas it nughrbe ſaid, Why, ſo we are to 
love all the World, ben ſhalt Iove thy Neighbour as thy ſelf,] New,faith the Apoſtle, 
Ver. 28. he that Ioveth his wife, he I2veth | himſelf,) which is more than «s himſelf. 
Now, the? this Love to a Man's ſelf is leſs than that of Chriſt to his Church, yet it is 
more plain and ſenfible to us; for (as was ſaichat firſt) he that doth not know with 
what manner of Love Chriſt doth love his Church, yet knows with what Love he loves 
himſelf. And that is (beſides what was laſt inſtanced) in . mts 
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I. 1exderly. No Man can touch or handle a Man's Sores and Griefs ſo tenderly as 
lumielt ; v. 29. No Man ever yet hated his own Fleſh, (how unlovely ſoever) but nou- 
Ti/heth and cheriſi eth it. Such cught the Husband*s Love to be towards his Wife, ac- 
company d with the greateſt Tenderneſs; for they are like Cryſtal Glaſſes, ſoon bro- 
ken, it not tenderly handled, Their Conſtitutions are ſuch as inevitably make them 
ab le to Fears an. Paſſi-ns, and Griefs innumerable ; and therefore, the Huſband muſt 
teal as tenderly with his I'Vife, as a Man would deal with himſelf. . 

2. Chearfuily. No Man is ſo ready to help a Man as himſelf, His beſt Friends ſome: - 
times talter, and are weary at length; but every Man is next to himſelf. Let the Bu- 
lineſs be neverſo hard or hazardous, a Man will venture when it is tor himſelf. So 
mtilt the Huſband moſt readily and cheattully aſſiſt, comfort and help his Wife. If a 
Cloud ariſe between them, yet the Huſband's Love muſt diſſolve it quickly; for no 
Man is long angry with himſelf, In a word; ſhe ſhould need, ſhe ſhould 2% no Me- 
dratar to ker Huſband in any caſe ; for he ſhould have his Ear open, his Hand, his 
Heart realy, to pity, help and gratiſy her, even as he is ready to help himſelf, 

3. And this brings us tothe Betts of the Husband*s Love to his Wife, which is the 
Third thing to be deſcribed. And they are 1. InVVord. 2. In Deed. | 
1. InVVord, and this more now's 1ocdy 
1. By diligent Inſtruction of his VVife, wherein ſhe is ignorant; he ought to dwell 
with bis Vis according to knowledge, 1 Pet. 3. J. And ſſie ought to ask her Husband 
at Home when ſhe would Learn, and not Speak in the Church, 1 Cor. 14. 35. Yea, the 
Heathen could tell the Huſband, That he nut gather (like a Bee) Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge abroad, and then communicate it to his Wife at home : For this the Husband 
*hath excellent Opportunity, and woe to him it he want Vill or Skill. They ſhould. 
firive, whether the ſhould be more ready to aſk him Queſtions, or he to offer the Occa- 
fion. This is certain, if he can d her Soul good, he lays an eternal Obligation upon 
her to love and hymaur him; and if he neglect his Endeavours, ſhe will be hke to curſe 
him for ever in Hell. | 
2. The Huſband demonſi rates his Love by gentle Reproof of his Wife, when ſhe doth 
amiſs, He muſt-indeed overlook many Infirmities, for Love covereth a multitude of 
Sins. Andas be that is always uſing bis Sword, will make it dull at length; fo he that 
is continually reproving, ſnall have the leſs regard given to his Reproofs. But yet he 
cannot love her, if he do not (when Need is) reprove her. But let it be with a the Vi 
dom and Tenderneſs imaginable. Not betore Strangers, and rarely before the Family; 
not for natural Defects, ſeldom for Inaduertencies: and when he does it, let him make 
way tor his Reprosf by commendimg in her what is good; and when he hath done, back 
it with a Reaton He muſt beſure to mingle the Oil of Kindneſs with the Myrrh of 
Reproof : For if he give her this Fotion too hot, the Operation is hindred, and his La- 
hour worſe than loſt. Admirable was the Carriage ot Fob, Ch. 2. 10. when his Wife 
Had highly offended him with her Words, yet hear how mildly he rebukes her: Not, 
Thou wicked Caitiff, but, thou ſpea le like one of the fooliſh Women. Sooner or later 
(it ſhe be not · brutiſh) ſhe will be thankful and amend. | ME. 
2. The Husband's Love muſt be demonſtrated by ready Encouragement of his W; "fe 
when ſhe doth well. Prov. 3 1. 28. Her Husband alſa, be gras her. He that is if: 
erect and faithful herein, perhaps taketh the ĩeadieſt Way to do her good. For 1! 8 4 
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A of Mind he muſt be her 
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e 1 
the Weakneſs on many, that they ever think that Reproof p bitetl either Bom an #t 
Opinion, or want of Aſfection iu the Huſband; but when thy ſhall find that he 1 is rea · 
dy to encourage them when they do well, they are convinc'd and retorm'd. 

4. The Huſbands Lade is feen by ſea dneble Comforting his VVife in AﬀiHon; he- 
they. it he in Mind or Body. So did Eltanah, 1 Sam. 1. 8. Hannah, why weepeft than 
And why eateſt thou not * And why is thy Heart Piet An ot I better than ten 
Sons? nd this brought her to her Meat, as you may ſee in the next Verſe. And gene- 
rally a kind Werd from an Huſbands Mouth doth good like a Medicine. And that Huſ- 
band is worſe than a Tyger that Ct; not his poor Wife at ſuch a time. In her 

wilt 


in Weakneſs of Body he muſt be her Comfor- 


* The Effets of an anden 's Love to bis VVife worſt be in Deed al 5. And that tſt 
By making. Proviſion for her; both of what is necefſary, and alſo of what is conuemm- 
ent tor her, according to his Ability. Exad. 21. 10. Her Food and her Raiment, aud 
her Duty of Marnie e he ſhall not diminifh. Not that ſhe hath any Priviledge to be 
maintain d in ldleneſs, or like a Drone live upon the Induſtry of her Huſband without 
alive Þ in her helping Hand. But the n Care hereof muſt lie upon her Frusband, And 
this is probably concluded to be at leaſt a part of that Honour, 1 Pet; 3. J. due to the 
Wife 4s the weaker * . the beſt _ of honour, to wit, Maintenance” So that 
Word is frequently taken; and the reaſon added carries it this way, namely, ſhe is the 
weaker Veſſel, not able to fuppert l but depends upon her hwusb ' who muſt 
therefore give her bonowr (ang is Maintenance as the weaker Veſſel. She hath not that 
VViſdom, Forecaſt or Strength for ſuch Purpoſes as he hath; and therefore, as. he hath 
ths Rrongeſt Obligation upon _ and the greateſt Advantage, he mult la wr hy him 

by, all lawful Means to ſup 5 — provide for her. And — while he Liver on! 

y, but he ought to make Proviſion tor . far as he is N after be purer 
7 ; for on did Je ſias Chriſt for his Church. '' * 

And the Hirsband ought to ſhew his Love herein by the Frendow and Cheerful of” 
his Supplies to the Wants of his Wife; neither doing it grudginęly nor 105 but 
rather, if he be able, intruſting her. with ſome Pikante l in her Ciitren e. al; 45 ſhe © 
uy a occaſion to axgcils Dope ee e her Chi or N in 
their Mie" ten 015 Und mn Tr 

This con cmjugal Love 1 fo be fhewed in the Tenderneſs of the- Hushend Gwe the 
VVife. And this Duty is incumbent on him, as he is the Head of the VVife; 1 Cor. xt. . 
The Head of every VV omen. i the Man. And hence the Husband is bound. to proteſt his 
Wife from Dangers, and to ympatluge with het in them. Phus Abraham was a C. 
vering to Sarah, Gen. 20. 1). not 44 to canine her Eye, but to defend her Perſon.” 
And upon this account he muſt protect her Sh from N. ton, her Body from hav, 
her Name from Reproach, and ben Baden from Contempt, either of Children, Set vants, | 
or Others: ;Focaſmuch.as ſhe hath forſaken all her Friends, and caſt herſelf uporhis* 
Care and Kindneſs, it would be unpatdonable Cruelty in him to deſert or betray Rer. 
And then he dught to ſympat hiæe ith her in her Troubles; but of this before. In ſnart, 
mould be e 70 n computed of Love and Pirv;'r A 
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5. The Husband*s Love is ſhewed to his Wife in giving her a one Example, namely 
oν e, 


0 


ot Hiaty, Gravity, Charity, YHſciom and G which Mil be the moſt conſtant 

and eff ctual Lecture that he can read unto her. The Philoſopher could ſay, That 2 

well-bred VVife, as ſoom as ſhe is married, accounts the may amd courſe of her Hus- 

band as Lam pre ſcriled to 2 God himpelf> Phe. good or evil Example of a 

Magiſtrate, Miniſter or Husband, hath amore real, tho* inſenſlr, Inflience upon 

the. Actions of their Inferiors, than all thee Lams and: And as for the Huf 

band, he is called the Guide of her Toth, Prov; 2. 10. If hebe holy, quiet and indu- 

ſtrious; ſhe cannot for ſhame be wicked froward and idle: His iſcourſes will direct 

hers; his Prayers will teach her to pray; Ins Juſtice; Temperance and Ohurity will be 

a Law, a Rule, a Motive toanake her juſt, ſober and charitable. It he be an Atlurſt, 

[ an Epicure, a Phariſee, he undoes her. He is to go before her; and uſually ſhe fal- 
1 lows him either to Heil or Neau n-. ate AIDS II AT x 

0 4. An Hisband s Lowe is to be ſhewed in his yield to tho renſomubli Requeſt of his 

 - wife, So did Dauid to Bathſbeba, Kings 1. 29. So did Iſaar to Reberra Gen 28. 1. 

| So did Abraham toSarab, Gen. 16: G. tho! thething is ſelf was grieve to him. So 

did. Jeſus Chriftitaily to his Church; he that Loves, Gives and Grants; and that rea- 

_ dily; And the usb IhOuld rather preuent his Wife, andi give before ſſie afks, than 
be difficult or hard ta be intrrated: She is to take cart᷑ that her Requeſt be rea ſonabſe, 
and then ſhe needs mo Imteroeſſor fon her. Famous is that Inſtanct in the Story of Clev- 
patra, who after that her husband As lenger his Father, Mother; Neighbours, had all in 
Vain ſolicited his halp to defend their City, they hæving diſubliged him before, at lenꝝtir 
his wia. tuns to him, when the Enemy was entring, and cries, Help, good Hitsband, elſe 
me are ut And chis charm di and touz d him to their Reſcue: One Word from her 

vad more with him than the Cries and Arguments of all the reſt. And to- this may 

referrid, His toking-her Counſel im divers caſes e So did EIhEmy;; ſo did abr. 
if ban, For the. you may not always n in her Counſel yet you may 

* be always ſure to find Affection; and thatheraimin footing her Bolt is right, t | 
— ̃ (( 
0 5. The nde Love is to be (hewed im truft neg his Wife in Doweſtick Aﬀtirs, 
0 Prov. 34: 1. The bgant of her hirsband dothſufoly 


tr in her. Eſpecially ſhehaving, 
as ſhe ought N to guide them. Ir is below-'the/ Gravity * 
of an Husband to intermeddl | Pre * 
ſuch like Affairs, But ſhould leave them to the Diſeretiom of his Wife; unleſs The at fit 
times da diſcreetly chooft to advi e wih hin; that fo if the Event ſſtould not anwer 
1 1 — — But generally, he ought to move in his 
|  OwnSphene, and eneourage er to move in hers: He muſt fetoꝶ im Honeyy' and ſne muſt 
. work in the Hive: + For ſeldom doth the. Eiſtate proſpet, here tlie Hnbau buſies him- 
1 ſelf within-Doorcy. and the JL he ithes fg 
6. The-Effedis of an Husbandds Leue tour Viife'areto be ſcem in his Behaviour to- 
wards her, that is, in the milde of bis Authority, This God bath in his /Vſdome in- 
Whol veſted him withal at his Creation; and not deueſted him at his Fall. Phe Light of Na. 
1 ture ꝑives it to him, and the Goſflel hath no. where: repealed, blut confirmed the lame; 
TY and none but proud and ignorant Women will everdifpute-1t; But herein Iios an Aﬀt'ot 
the Husband 's Love, 1, wiſely to keep, 2. mildly to uſe this Authority, 1. He myſt 
n | | * keep 


e with managing houſhold Proviſions, Maid-Servamt$; and 
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en it hy u religious, grave and manly Carriage, this will be his chiefeſt Fort and Bu 
ſe It Wil be hard for her (though doubtleſs her Duty) to reverence him, | 
who hiſs t hath forgotten to reverence his God. If his'Behaviour be light, ſhe will be. | 
apt to ebliphtly by him. It he be weak and effeminate, it Joſes him. But he ought to | 
- anſwer his Yawe, to be an Head tor Fudgment and Excellency »f Spirit, and to be tru- 
/ Iy-relipious;” This will maintain his Ant hrity. But then 2. Herein ſhines his Love, to 
uſtꝭ the ſume with all Sweetneſs; remembringy that tho? he be ſuperiour to his Witz, yer 

that their Saule are equal; that ſhe 15 to be treated as his Companion z that he is not 

to rule ther as a Ning duth bis Sibfects, but as the Head doth the Hody; that though ſhe 
was not taken out of Adams Herd, fo neither otit of his Foot, but out of his ide near 

bis Hrurt. And therefore his Countenance nuiſt be fr 7endly, his ordinary Language to 

her wild and fweet; his Behaviour ob/iginy, his Commands ſparing and reſpect ful, aud 

his Reprooft gentle. He muſt neither be abject nor magiſterial. If his Rule be 105 

mpertons; his Love is deſtroyed; if his Love be not ry (ag expre$t, his Scepter*s 

iber ing God Service, or bis Family Good. He ſhould 

never imagine that a rude Infolency or a perpetnal Bitterneſs is either the Way to. 
or uſe his Authority aright: Yea, the Spirit of God expreſly faith, Col. 3 19. 
Huſb and, laue your Wives; and be not bitter againit them. It Meekneſs of Wiſdom 
wilt hotiprevail with thy Wife, thou art undone in this World, and ſhe in the World to 
come. And ſo much tor the Head sof the Hus band s Duty ta his ife: I now proceed 
to-:the-ThirdiThingy/ namely to declare the Duty of the Wife in this Poſition. 

The great Duty of every Wife is to reverence her own Husband. She ſtands obliged 
to many other Datiraj as yu have heard, which lie common between them; but ſhe is 
ſtiſl ſignaliaed by hic. is is her peculiar Qualification as, the is a Wife. . Let her 
have never-ſo-much Wiſdom, Dearning, Grace, yet if {he do not reverence her Husbaud 
ſne cannot be a ——: , ̃ 7. 4 0 

Look to her tion; ſhe was made after Man, he has ſome Honour by his Sctria- 
rity, 1 Tn.. 2. 13. For Adam wis firit formed, then Eve, ſhe was made ant f Man. 
he was theRock whence ſhe was hcwn,1 Cor. 1T. 8. For the Man is not af the Woman: 
But the iu. f the Man. She was made for Man, 1 Cor. 11, p. Neither was. the 
x Mum arenteu forthe Woman, but the Woman for. the Man. So that it is not Max that 
a hath ferthis-Order; but God himſelf: Look again to the Fall, and there hear what Gad 
8 ſaith; Gem. 3. 16. Thy Deſire ſhall he to thy Husbaud, and he ſhall rule over thee; 
Ses in ti New Teſtament, leſt Chri#t his being made of a Woman ſhould ſeem to alter 
this invmhable Law, Coloſ. 3, 18. VFives, ſubmit your ſelves. to your own Husbands, as: 
it is ſit in the Lord. 1 Pet. 2. 1. Likewiſe ye VVives, be in Sulijectiam ta your own 
Huiham ds; Vert 2 Your chaft Comerſation muſt be coupled with Fear. Vers 5. The 
haly:WVomen old adorned themſelves with this Subje&ion to their own Husbands.. 
Andiom my Tat. Let her be never ſo great, never fo good, and tho? her Husband be 
never ſo mean, and never ſo bad, yet this is her indiſptmſihle Duty, ta reverence. hey 
Husband e And this Principle-muſt be firſt fixt in her i art, That ſne is an Inferior, that 
her Husband 1s a Degree above her; that it is neither apre: able to Nature or:Decengy to 
ome 13 ht 3 the ok > 1555 en The 1s wowed in this, then 
w with much Delight and Baſt, go through her Duty, A wile God hath ordere 
it thus, and theretorent is beſt. e | a He | * 
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Now. 
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Now I ſhall open this Dmnty according to my former Method, 1. In its Nature. 
* In its Pattern. 3. In its Ejfedts, bs | Mgr 13-35 noon ſtigs 32 
1, For the firſt, the Nature of this Reverence : It is a true, cortlial and conjugal Re- 
erence, ſuch as is peculiar tu a good Woman, And, I concerve, it is made up dt, 1. E. 
ſtimation, 2. Love, and 3. eam ß „ Gan ne 
1. The Wite ought to honour and eſteem her Husband, Eſt. x. 19. Then all the Wives 
ſhall give to their Husbands | Honour] both great and ſiuall. Aud to this end, ſhe ought 
to contemplate all the Excellencies of his erſon, whether of Bady or Mma, and to ſet 
a due Value upon them; and not to think meanly of every Thing in her Husband. 
Thus when the Wite of Tigraues was aſked by her Huoband) after a great Solemnity, / 
what ſhe thought of Cyrus, whom every one did commend as the moſt excellent Perſon 
in all that Company, ſhe anſwered roundly, Truly I lookt at no Body there, but at you 
my Husband, fund if the Huoband be but meanly accomplitht, yet ſhe bught highly ta 
value the Excellency ot his Place, ſteing the Holy Ghoſt hath, in this very reſpect, ſüled 
him the Image and Glory of God, 1 Cor. 11. J. So that whatever he is in himſelf or to 
others, yet to the Wife he is a None: ſuch. Such you eſteemed him when you choſe him, 
238 and ſo you onght ſtill to efteem him. And you are to remember the Sin and the Puniſn- 
[i ment ot Michal, 2 Sam. 6. 16. She deſpiſed her. Husband in her heart; and ver. 23. 
1 He had no Child to the Day of her Death. The Wite 7 450m conſidetr, - that her Ho- 


. nour and Reſpect among her Family and Neighbours, doth very much xiſe and fall ac- 
„ cording to that which ſhe bears to her Husband; ſo that in honouring him ſhe honours 
i Her felt. "A * vol #61 3% 


2. This Reverence is made up of Love; which though it be moſt preſt upon the Huſ- 
band, yet is alſo the Duty of the Wife. Tt. 2, 4. Teach the young Women to be ſober, 
. to love their Husbands, to love their Children. Thus Sarah, Rebecca and Rachel lett 
Parents, Friends and Country out of their intire Love to their Husbands. Thus thoſe 
excellent Women be ing beſieged together with their Husbands in the Caſtle of insberg, 
having liberty for themſelves to go out and carry what they could with them, took up 
each their Hushand, and ſo delivered them. But above all Compariſons. is the Inſtance 
that L. Vives gives us of a generous young Woman, by name Clara Ceruenta, well 
known to him, that was married to one Vadaura, that proved tu be full of Diſeaſes 
and lothſom Sores, whom yet ſhe attended with that Care, Coſt and Love, dreſſing his 
f Sores, which no Body elſe would touch, ſelling all her Attire and Jewels to maintain 
1 um, and after ten long Years of Languiſhment, when he was dead, and her Friends came 
" - 3 | 1851 . "Ss 
iv rather to congratulate than to condole her Loſs, ſhe with great trouble told them, that 
a: e could be willing to purchaſe her dear Valdaura again with the loſs ef ber 5 Chil- 
jt dren. It is not fond doting Love, but ſuch Love as this which begets Reverence in the 
| heart of the Wife to her own Husband. And indeed there is no better means to intreaſe 
the Husband's Love than the Wife's Reverence, and that alone will make this ſweet and 
| eaſy, „„ e ener 
al 4 Fear is the third Ingredient into the Reverence which the VVife owes unto her 
oF  Husband. And this 1 1010 you was the proper import of this Word in my Text. And 
this is required 1 Jet. 3. 2. 4 cha Converſation coupled with Fear. The one is not 
*{1ficient without the other. And this the Philoſopher ſ and acknowledged, & there- 
png fliſtinguifſeth between a ſervile dread, and an ingenous Feat; exploding the for- 
| mer, 
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( 17.) 

mer as unſuitable to the nearneſs and dearneſi of that Relation, and exaRing the latter; 
which is no more than a gautious dilrgence to pleaſe him, and care leſt ſhe ſhould offend 
him. A Wife muſt not fit down and Tay, If he be pleaſed, ſo it is; if not, let him help 
himſelf how he can. No; but, I will 49 my utmoft to 175 my Husband contentment ; 
for tho I do not fear his Hand, yet | fear his Fromn ; better I ſhould 4041775 all the 
World, than my own Husband.” She ought rather to deny her elt, than make her Head, 
her dear Head, to ake. 958 | | 

2. And now let us trace this Reverence of the Wife to her Husband in its Pattern laid 
before her in the Contewt of theſe words. And here I aflirm theſe Two Things: 

(I.) That the Wife ought to Reverence ber Huſband, as the Church doth Feſus Chriſt, 
fo Ver. 22. Wives ſubmit your ſelves unto your Husbands, as unto the Lord, And in 
Ver. 24. Therefore as the Church is ſubjett to Chriſt, ſo let the Wives be to their own 
Husbands in every thing. Examples are prevalent, e{p«cially of wife and good Peo- 

le; here's the ane of all the wiſe and godly People in the World, to perſwade the 

ife to reverence her Huſband : And the Apoſtle ſeems to ſay, That it is as much a 
Ry in the Wite to be ſubje& to the Huſband, as it is in the Church to be ſubject to 

In purſuance of this I ſhall not expatiate, but keep near my Text. Two things pro- 
claim the Reverence that the Church bears to Chr:3t, | | | 

Cr. ] The Matter 5f her Subjectian, and that is in every thing, She doth not yield 
in great Matters, and ſtick at ſmall, nor yield in ſmall things, and deny in great: She 

_ doth not yield to him only ſo far as her Pires or Appetite permits her; but when he 
requires it, denies them both. So faith the Apaſtle, ver. 24. Let the Wives be Pre 
to their own Hus bands in every thing]; that is, in every thing that is not forbidden by 
a? higher Power, even the Law f God, Indeed, if a thing be only inc ynuenient, the 
Wite may mildly reafon and ſhew the inexpediency of it; Put it fhe cannot convince 
and ſatisfy her Huſband, ſhe muſt (it there be n Six in the Ca e) fubmit her reaſon and 
her will to his. 2d 

2. The Manner of her Subjection ſpeaks her Reverence; and that 1s free, willing, 
chearful. Thus the Ohurch yields up her felt to the Will of her Husband 3 iuſomuch 
as it is made a kind of proverbral Pattern, Epheſ. 6. J. with Goodwill, ding Service 
as to the Lord; implying, that the ag Anon and Service that we pertorm to the Lord 
is witha Goodwill, And ſuch ought to be the Subjection of the Wife, nioſt free and 
willing; ſo, as if there were but oe Mill in two Breaſts. Thus Le:h and Rachel, Gen. 
31 10. followed Jacob like his /hadow ; when he makes a motion, they cauſent ; it he 
will go, they will follow him. And was nat Sarab's Reverence cordial, when within 
her ſelt in her heart ſhe called her Husband Lord ? Gen. 18. 12. And therefore, a con- 
tradicting or grudging Spirit is very unſuitable to the religious Wife, and ever leaves 
a ſting in his Heart and gt in hers : For uſuilly it is a fign of unmortified Pride and 

velt-canceit, and Brag the curſe of Unnquictne, upon the Family, and writes a dange- 
rous S Inferiors. It the Huſband's Government be too heavy, yet it is better 
for you to leave him to anſwer for his ſeverity,than for you to an wer tor your contempt, 
2. TheWite ought to Reverence her Husband, as the Members d, the Head. So 
Ver. 23. Far the Hurhand is the Head of the Wife. He is an Head tor influence aud 
[mupathy, that's her Priviledge; he is an _ tor e,uinente and rule, that is his. And 
5 | . | | bo 
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hall give to ther Husbands ee great and ſmall. 


value the Excellency ot his Place, ſteing the 


Now I ſhall open this Daty according to my former Method, 1. In its Nature. 
A In its Pattern. 3. In its Ljfeds, FCC 
1, For the firſt, the Nature of this Reverence It is a true, carilial and conjugal Re- 
uerence, ſuch as is peculiar tu a good Woman. And, I concerve, it is made up dt, 1. E. 
(mation, 2. Love, and 3. Fear. OS 55 . 
1. The Wite ought to honour 
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and eſteem her Husband, Eſt. * Then all the Wives 
1 0 | And to this end,ſheought 
to contemplate all the Excellencies of his Per ſon, whether of Bady or Md, and to ſet: 
a due Value upon them; and juot to think meanly of every Thing in her Hausband. 
Thus when the Wite of Tigranes was aſked by her Husband,. after a great Solemnity, 
what ſhe thought ot Cyrus, whom every. one 40 commend as the moſt excellent Perſon 
in all that Company, ſhe anſwered roundly, Truly Llookt at no Body there, but at you | 
my Husband. Aud if the Hu>band be but NEU accompliſht, yet ſhe oughit highly ta 

%% Ghoſt hath, in this very reſpect, ſtiled 
him the Image and Glory of God, 1 Cor. 11.7. So that whatever he is in himſelf or to 
others, yet to the Wife he is a None. ſuch. Such you eſteemed him when yau choſe him, 
and ſo you ought ſtill to eſteem him. And you are to remember the Sin and tlie Puniſh- 
nent ot Michal, 2 Sam. 6. 16. She dalped ben hands in her heart; and ver. 22. 
ſhe had no Child to the Day of her Death. The Wii ee conſider; that her Ha. 
nour and Reſpect among her Family and Neighbours, doth very much xiſe and fall ac- 
co_—_ to that which ſhe bears to her Husband ; ſo that in honouring hint ſhe honours | 
elt. | * 3 Nin ie e 
2. This Reverence is made up of Loue; which though it be moſt preſt upon the Huſ- 
band, yet is alſo the Duty of the Wife. Iit. 2, 4. Teach the ymeng Women to be ſober, 


to love their Husbands, to love their Children. Thus Sarah, Rebecce, and Rachel lett 


Ss + 


Parents, Friends and Country out of their intire Love to their Hushands, Thus thoſe 
excellent Women be ing belieged together with their Aus bands in the Caſtle of Wimsberg, 

having liberty ter themſelves to go out and carry what they could with them, took up 
each their Husband, and ſo delivered them, But above all Compariſons. is the Inſtance ' 
that L. Vives gives us of a generous young Woman, by name Clara Ceruenta, well 
known to him, that was married to one Va/daura, that proved tu be full of Diſeaſes 
and lothſom Sores, whom yetſhe attended with that Care, Coſt and Love, dreſſing his 


Scores, which no Body elſe would touch, ſelling all her Attire and Jewels to maintain 


um, and after ten long Years of Languiſnment, when he was dead, and her Friends came 
rather to congratulate than to condole her Loſs, ſhewith great trouble told them, that 
ſhe could be willing to purchaſe her dear Valdaura again with the loſs af her 5 Chil- 
dren. It is not fond doting Love, but ſuch Love as this which begets Reverence in the 
heart of the Wife to her own Husband. And indeed there is no better means to intreaſe 
the Husband's Love than the Wife's Reverence, and that alone will make this ſweet and 
4 Fear is the third Ingredient into the Reverence which the VVife owes unto her 
Has hand. And this I told you was the proper import of this Word in my Text. And 
this is required 1 Pet. 3. 2. 4 chat Converſation coupled with Fear The one is not 
*\ificient without the other. And this the Philoſopher ſ and acknowledged, & thete- 
r νο fliſtinguiſſeth between a ſervile dread, and an ingenous Fear; explading the for- 
| mer, 
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mer as unſuitable to the nearnefs and dearnefi of that Relation, and exacting the latter; 
which is no more than a cautions dilꝛgence to pleaſe him, and care leſt ſhe ſhould offend 
him. A Wife muſt not fit down and ſay, If he be pleaſed, ſo it is; if not, let him help 
Þimſelf how he can. No; but, Iwill de my ut to F my Husband contentment ; 
for th I do not fear his Hand, yet | fear his Fromn ; better I ſhould 4:/] 7 5 all the 
World, than my pwn Husband. She ought rather to deny her{tlt, than make her Head, 
her dear Head, to ake. e | Bots Len 

2. And now let us trace this Reverence of the Wife to her Husband in its Pattern laid 
before her in the Contewt of theſe words. And here I aſſirm thefe wo Things: 

(I.) That the Wife ought to Revzrence ber Huſband, as the Church doth Feſus Chrift, 
fo Ver. 22. Wives ſubmit jour ſelyes unto» 1771 Husbands, as unto the Lord, And in 
Ver. 24. Therefore as the Church is ſubjett to Chriſt, ſo let the V iues be to their own 
Husbands in every thing. Examples are prevalent, an of wiſe and good Peo- 

le; here's the Aan e of all the wiſe and godly People in the World, to perſwade the 
Wife to reverence her Huſband : And the Apoſtle feems to ſay, That it is as much a 
ty * the Wite to be ſubje& to the Huſband, as it is in the Church to be ſubje& to 

In purſuance of this I ſhall not expatiate, but keep near my Text. Two things pro- 
claim the Reverence that the Church bears to Chriit, _ 0 ies 

[7.] he Matter f her Subjectian, and that is in every thing: She doth not yield 
in great Matters, and ſtick at ſmall, nor 455 in ſmall things, and deny in great: She 
doth not yield to him only ſo far as her Intereſt or Appetite permits her; but when he 
requires it, denies them both. So faith the Apaſtle, ver. 24. Let the Wives be ſubject 
to their amn Husbands in every 2 ; that is, in every thing that is not forbidden by 
an higher Power, even the Law f God. Indeed, if a thing be only inconuenient, the 
Wite may mildly reafon and ſhew the ĩneæpediency of it; put it fhe cannot convince 
and ſatisfy her Huſband, ſhe muſt (it there ve 229 Fin in the Ca e) fubmit her reaſox and 
her will to his. Dip 
2. The Manner of her Subjeion ſpeaks her Reverence ; and that is free, willing, 
cnearful. Thus the Charch yields up her felt to the Will of her Husband 3 infomuch 
as it is made a kind of proverbial Pattern, Epheſ. 6. J. with Godwill, diing Service 
as to the Land; implying, that the bag and Service that we pertorm to the Lord 
is witha Goodwill, And ſuch ought to be the Subjection of the Wife, moſt free and 
willing; ſo, as if there were but one Mill in two Breaſts. Thus Leah and Rachel, Gen. 
31 16, followed Jacob like his /hadow; when e makes a motion, they couſent ; it he 
Will go, they will follow him. And was nat Sarah's R-verence cordial, when within 

her ſelf in her heart ſhe called her Husbaud Lord ? Gen. 18. 12. And therefore, a con- 
ftraditing or grudging Spirit is very uniuitable to the religious Wife, and ever leaves 
a ſting in his Heart And gut in hers: For uſually it is a fign of unmortified Pride and 
Self-canceit, and Wo ey the curſe of Unquictnel, upon the Family, and writes a dange- 
rous S to Inferiors. It the Huſband's Government be too heavy, yet it is better 
for you to leave him to anſwer for his /-verity,than for to an wer tor your contempt. 

2. The Wife ought to Reverence her Husband, as the Members d the Head. So 

Ver. 23. Far the Hushand is the Head of the Wife. He is an Head tor influence aud 
[ſmapathy, that's her Priviledge ; he is an He 1 tor e.uinente and rule, that is his. And 
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tow ſhould ſhe expect Benefit from ber Head, if the doth not honour her Head! To 


Aiſbonour a Man's Head, is always rank'd among unnatural Sins. All the Members 
are ſenſible of what uſe the Head b for their LE There are continual Cares and Pro- 
ſects for the ſuftenance and comfort of the Body, and therefore they are willing to give 


the Head its due honour. The Hand will ſubmit to a Wound to fave the Head; if the 


Head reſolve to riſe up to Work or Pray, the whole Body is up preſently ; if the Head 
deſign a Journey, never ſo * * dangerous, the Body fays not nay, but obeys as long 
as poſſibly it can. Why, ſo ſhould the Wile ſhew honour to her Head; ſhe ought to 
Lonour him next unto her Maker; ſhe muſt be afraid, by her 3 or ſullen- 
xeſs, to break her own Head; ſhe muſt not croſs the Purpoſes of her Head; it is pre- 


poſterous for the Head to 5 one way, and the Rib another: She muſt readily follow 
the Directions and Counſe 


Dir s of her Head; for the Members muſt not teach the Head 
which way to go; they ſupport it, but they do not direct it. Indeed it is ſald, that 
the virtuous Woman is the Crawn of her Husband; but yet there is more Worth in the 
Head, than in the Crown, Sa that ſtill (except always Cafes wherein the Head is cra- 

Zed or notorwully diftempered) it will be the Wiſdom and Duty of the Wite to be ſub. 
jef to the Husband as unto her Head. And this hath brought us to the Third thing, by 
which the Reverence of the fe is deſcribed, and that is by the Effects thereof; and 
they alſo are either, 1. In Word, or 2. In Det. ANI N 

1.: in Word. For out of the abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh. And if 
there be that inward fear and reſpect᷑ in the Heart which God requires, it will be legi- 
ble in the werds of their Mouths. The ſame Law that binds the Heart in this caſe, doth 
alſo govern the Tongue; In her Tongue is the Law of Kindneſs, Prov. 31, 26. And 
here certainly 4 wholſom Tongue is a Tree of Lite ; whereas Perverſeneſs therein, is a 
Breach in the Spirit, Prov. 15. 4. Now this Reverence in the Wife is ſhewed, 

[1.] In ber words of her Husband ; which ſhould always be compoſed of Reſpect and 
Honour. Thus Sarah is brought in by the Apoſtle, 1 Pet 3. 6. Even as Sarah obeyed 
Ebraham, calling him Lord, whoſe Daughters ye are as long as ye do well, And this 
was the Language ot her Heart, as you heard before out of Gen. 18, 12. nd no Wife 


is too great or good to imitate ker Example in the main, by giving reſpectful Titles and 


Expreſſions of her Husband; wheres, on the contrary, it is obſerved ot the naughty 
man, Prov. J. 19. ſhe only affords her Husband in his abſence, The Man (for fo it is 
in the Hebrew) is not at home. And it were well if this were the worſt Title and Chara- 
fer which many Wives do give their Huſbands behind their Backs. Whereas all the Re- 


_ proach and Ignommy that they pour out on their Huſhands, doth infaliibly redound to 
. | 


their own Shame; their Honour and Reſpe& ſtanding and falling together, . 
[2 The words of the Wife to her Husband ought to be full of Reverence ; and there- 
fore ſhe ſhould beware, 1 Of an Exceſs in the Quantity. not prepoſterouſſj interrup- 
ting her Huſband while he is ſpeaking, nor anſwering ten words for one; for ſilence doth 
more commend ile Wiſdom of a Woman than ſpeech, and ſhe that is wiſe ſpareth her 
words; and tho ſhe ſtem to be religions, yet it ſhe do not bridle her Tongue, her Re- 
lig ion is vain. And 2, the muſt beware of a Defet? in the N of them, viz. to 
Meekneſs and Reſpect. For the great ſtudy of the Wife ſhould be, t get a meek and. 
hen the Heart is once meekened by the Grace of God, then her words will ſa- 
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quiet eh which in the ſight of God (eas and of Man too) is of. great price, 1 Pet. 
3.4. b 
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vour of it, and not till chen. And tho? they may think that this will invite an d further 
the Inſolency of an unkind Huſband ; yet they may reſt aſſured, that that which is mot 
pleaſing to God, {hall not tend to their prejudice any way: For hath not Gd faid, 
That a ſoft Tongue breaketh the Bone? Which is more than any virulent Tongue can 

do, Prov. 25.15. | | 5 Sat 
- Let every godly Woman therefore ſo frame the nratter and manner of their words to 
their Husbands, as knowing that God ſtands by, to whom they mt give account of 
every idle word, much more of every trreverent and contemptuous word, at the Day of 
Judgment, Mat. 12. 36. It will be unſpeakable Comfort at Death aud Judgment, to 
reflect upon the Vitories which their Patience hath zotten ; and how oft their quiet, ſi- 
lence and mild anſwers have kept the peace. In conjugal Conteſts, though each ſhauld 
de ſlow to paſſion, and ſwift to peace; 80 where one muſt yield, it is moſt rcaſonably 
to be expected from the 1 No Woman gets honour by the laſt word. Some 
will ſay, Their Tongue is their only Weapon; but the Wiſe do know, That their I. an gues 
*gre not their own ; That when they are ſet on fire of Hell, they ſet on fire the courſe of 
nature; and that by ones very words they may be condemned. Look into the Serip- 
ture, and dreſs your ſelves by that Glaſs. What did Rachel get by her paſſionate 
terms, Gen, 30. 1. Give me Children, or elſe I die: And as ſoon as ever he hag Chil- 
dren, Io ſhe died, ch. 34. 19. Whereas, on the contrary, the diſcreet and mild Beha- 
viour of Abigal to her Huſband "tho? he were a Churl) gained her both quiet, comfort 
and honour. This is certain, if Meekneſs and Reſpect will not prevail, Anger and 
Paſſion never can; if Dwty work not our Quiet, how ſhould Sm? 
2. The Eßects of aWife's Reverence to her Huſband mu? be in Deed alſo. And 
that (1.) by Obedience to his Directions and Reſtraints, It he be to ie over her, Gen. 
3. 19. then ſhe is to obey. And the Apoſtle, 1 Pet. 3.6. tells us, That Sarah obe red 
Abraham: He bids her, Gen. 18. 6. make ready quick three meaſires of Meal, 8c. 
and it was done preſently, tho? the knew not what . Gueſts her Huſband had braughr. 
And the Apoſtle Paul ſaith, it muſt be in every thing,. Eph. 5. 24. which he both urges 
and explains by this, 4s it is fit in the Lord. So that the Wife is bound in Conſcience 
to obey her Huſband in every thing that is not contrary to the Will of God. Indeed, it 
he command her to do any thing that is finfru} by the Law of God, as it he ſhould bid 
her tell à Lye, bear falſe Witneſs, or the like; ſhe muſt modeſtly and reſolvedly re- 
Fuſe it. If he forbid her to do any thing that is by God's Command made an zndiſpen- 
ſable duty unto her; as it he ſhould abſolutely torbid her to pray, to read the Serip- 
ture, to ſanctify the Lord's. day, or the like; then the muſt rather obey God than Man. 
But in all other Caſes, tho? the may reſpectfully perſwade with him, vet if he inſiſt up- 
on it, her Obedience will be her beſt Sacrifice, and her Compliance will be the means to 
make her Yoke the more caſy. If the Huſband will have her to ſtay at home, ſhe muſt 
not run abroad without his Conſent ; but as that good Shunamite, 2 Kings 4. 22. dhe 
called to her Huſband, and ſaid, Send me T pray thee ne of ihe young Men, and cone 
of the Aſſes, that I may rim to the Man of God and come again. lind indeed the Houſe 
is her proper place, for ſhe is the Beauty of the Houſe, there her Buſineſs lies, there ſhe 
is ſafe, The Ancients painting them with a Snail under their feet, and the Egyptians 
deny ing their Women Shoes, and the Scythrans burning the Brides Chariot Axle: treę at 
- hex Door, when ſhe was brought to her Huſband's Houſe, and the AugelSaſking aue 
195 | bam 
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am where Serah was, tho he knew well enough, that it might be obſerved, ſhe was 
in #he Tent, Gen. 18. 9. do all intimate, that Pt Law of Nature, and by the Rules 
of Retegfon, the Wite ought to keep at home, unleſs urgent nece/fty do call her abroad. 
When Jun and Moon doth diſappear, the Sky is dark; and when both Husbard and 
Wite are abroxd, many Diſorders breed at home; and you know whoſe Character it 

is, Frov. 7. x1. She is loud and ſtubbarn, her feet abide wot in her Houſe, & c. 
So alto where the Huſband judges. moſt convenient to dwell, there the Wife mult 
ehearfully conſent to dwell with him, tho? it may be, either in reſpe& of her Friends, 
ot ot his, mote uncomtortable to her. Thus when Jacob was reſolved to carry his 
' Wives from the it Friends to his Country, they readily yielded, Gen. 31. 16. Thus ü 
hen Aha fuerus ſent for Vaſtbi, tho' his Command ſeemed znconuement, yet ſhe had 
been truer to her Dt, as well as to het Interett, had ſhe come to him; for the Huf- 
band, is the Head of his Wite, and ſhe mut obey him. He that appoints them to love 
their Huſbands, Tt. 2. 4. doth in the wext Verſe enjoyn them to be diſereet, chat, 
Ie pers at home, go d, obedient ta their own Husbands, that the Word of God be wet 
| blaſphemed. For tho? even goad Women be put to ſilence, yet good works never can. 
18.) Her Real Reverence is required and ſhewed in asking and hearkening to his 
Counſel aud 5 wah The Huſband hath been taught damn in his Counſels, and 
mildneſs in hisReprocfs ; and the Wife muſt be taught to expreſs her Reverence in 
herrkening to them. In the Diſpoſal of Children; Rebegga would nat ſend Facob to 
her Brother Laban without conſulting. {/aac, Gen. 27. 46. So Hannah in the caſe. of 
 Sawneel, 1 Sam. I. 11. in the diſpoſalof a Servant. Sarah would not diſcard Hagar 
without conſulting Abraham, Gen. 21. 10. In entertaining Strangers; The Shuna- 
mr wonld not receive a Prophet into the Houſe without adviſing with her Huſband, 
2 Kings 4. 10. In diſpoſing. of her Huſband's Gad, we find ſtill the Man's hand in it: 
The F riety is in 11m, and the U/e i to her. So that unleſs there be a notorious [w- 
7 in him, ot ſome Tacite or General Conſent, or ſome Caſe of preſent and abſo- 
Jute Neceſfty, as in the Caſe of Abigal, The ought not to diſpo e her Husband's Goods. 
Indeed, he ought, according to the general Obligation of their Relation, and according 
to the particular Diſcretion of his Wife intruſt her in the ordinary Affairs of her ſphear, 
aud by his Bounty enable her to do good, where there is need, and not to put her by his 
6 e upon the Temptation of purloining from him: but if he do forget us 
Duty, let not her forget hers, which is to do him good and not evil all the Days of her 
fe OV. 31. 12 | | week, = 


ut her hardeſt Task is in the Zoviug and thankful bearing of Reprovf, which is abit- 
der Pill to Fleſh and Blood, EE hn there is a —— and contentions Spirit, But 
Herein ſhe ought toconſider, that ſhe is not without Infrmities ; which as none hath 6 
much Opportunity to ſee, lo none is ſo much obliged. to repreſent unto her, as her H 

Band. Art to anſwer him with a froward Tcigue, or à cloudy Brom, or à careleſs 

 Neglipence, is the greateſt Ingratitude and Diſcouragement in the Workl. But if her 
Heart be full of Reb rence to 1 and eſperially if ſhe believe his heart to be full of 

love to her, this Pill will be well digeſted, and by the Bleſſing of God work à real A- 
mendment in her. | | | | 
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2. The real Effetts of the Wife's Reverence to her Husbaud is ſeem fan hey Behaviour 
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towards hin, which ought always.40 be ch and reſpectful, She maſt not allow 


(21) | 
br nouriſh that Croſneſs of Humour to be ſullen or dumpiſh when he is pleaſant ; or on 
the eontrary, contemptuouſly frolick when he is ſad ; but muſt compoſe her Carriage, 
her Garments, her Converſe, to give him content, and to increaſe his Delight 1n her. 
For if his heart be once eſtranged trom her, unleſs the fear of God with-hold him, he 
may quickly render her Condition unſpeakably miſerable. She onght therefore always 
to expreſs Contentedneſs in her Eſtate, and that will help and move him to be content 
in his. She muſt entertain him into his houſe with a chearful Countenance, that he may 
delight to be at home; and ſtudy the Arts how to pac im, if ought have provoked 

him; or how to convince and reform him, if ought have inſnared him. She muſt ob- 
ſerve when and how his Meals, his Cloaths, his odging do pleaſe him, and ſhew the 
greatneſs of her Reſpe& in theſe leſſer things. For even about ſuch things ariſe the 
moſt frequent and ſharp Canteſts ; which a diſcreet and godly Woman will labour to 
prevent, not only becauſe e do alienate the heart, but becauſe ſhe cannot live 
under his Frown, nor eat nor ſleep contentedly while he is angry. And notwithftand- 
ing the Freedom and Fanuliarity of their Converſe tegether, yet ſhe muſt ſtill dehave 
her ſelf with all reſpect towards him, and that Familiarity ruſt not 4 Contempt. 
an 


His Love nnift not make her to forget her Duty, nor his — her - * he 
4e, thus 0 ige 


more he condeſcends to her, the more ſhe muſt deſcend into her Pl, 
him by her Demeanour. She muſt conſider, that it's better to obey a wiſe Man, than 
to rule 4 Fool, as it is better to follow a skilful Guide, than to lead one thats Blind. 
Few Huſbands ſo bad, but the Diſcretion and Reſpect of a Wife would reform them, and 
few Wives ſoill-tempered, but the Wiſdom and AﬀeSion of a Huſband would make em 
better. And fo much for their 3 Duties to each other. 

E know many will turn off all this by ſaying, We all fall ſhort of our Duty in theſe 
things; we ever did, and ever ſhal!: And ſo they neither grieve for their Miſcarriages 
paſt, nor ſeriouſly endeavour to retorm them; and ſo leave the Cure deſperate, be- 
cauſe the Diſeaſe is common.” | 

But a juſt and holy God will not be ſo mocked. He gives not his ſacred Laws to be 

ſo lightly put off. If we make not Conſcience here, we make a Conſcience no where; 
yea (tho? the beſt will fail) unleſs we ffudy with all our Still, and ffrive with all our 
trenęth to be faithful in all theſe things, our other Duties will be abhorred. He that 
regards not all, regards not at all in God's account. And if Divine Vengeance do not 
meet with them zn this Life, as it often doth ; yet without doubt it waits for them in 
_ enother. But I hope better things of you, and things that accompany Salvation, tho 
T thus fpeak. I come at laſt, in the Fourth Place, to preſent you with ſome Nire- 
&rons how to accompliſh theſe Duties, that fo Husbands and Wives may moſt certain- 
ly be Bieſſings wo each other. And they are theſe : | 
_ I. Maintain Purity in Sul and Rody in Single age. This will greatly diſpoſe you 
for the Duties of x Married Life ; and alſo lay up 2 Bleſſing for it. Let every one af 
you know how to poſſeſs his Veſſel in Santtification and Honour, 1 Theſſ. 4. 4. ﬀ He that 
gives the Reinsof his vitious Affections before Marriage, will find them as impetuous 27 
ter Marriage. For Marriage (as one well faith) is like Salt, which will krep ſweet that 
which is untainted, but rejtores not that which is already unſavoury. A chaſt and ho- 
neſt heart will (by the Bleſſing of God) be preſerved; but a filthy heart will find Oc- 
caſion to be naught in any Condition. * therefore of the Beginnings of Luſt, ou : 
| | x them 


| | 1b 
them like Poiſox ; forbear ſuch Company and Diſcourſe as debauch the Keart ; avoid 
ſpeculative Uncteaneſs,and keep the Heart ſtored with religious Thoughts, and t | 
imploy d in a conſtant 2 Conſider, the greateſt Flames begin with a Spark, and 
therefore tamper not with the pleaſant motions of Original Concupiſcence. Subject 
nor the Soul of a Man to the pleaſures of a Brute ; this is ſure, that they geriſh in the 
/ing, and leave nothing but a fing bahind: And fooliſn is that pleaſure, where that 
which delights 7n/tantly veniſbes, and that which remains perpetually torments. It you 
have been overtaken with theſe Faults,. O cleanſe your hearts and hands by the Merits 
of Chri/Ps Blood in the ute of Fafting and Prayer; that God may not viſit! upon you 
your old Sins by giving you «the new Ones, or by bringing ſome ſigna! Curſe upon 
you, in Huſband, Wite or Children. And get a bleſſed taſt of thoſe more firm, ſate & 
rav iſhing Delights, which are to be tound in the Favour and Promiſes of God, in the 
pardon ot Sin, and aſſured hopes of Lite and Immortality, Theſe will ſufficiently dit. 
grace thoſe groſs and baſe Abſtrdities, and make you to take no Delight in the muddy 
Hreaus, that have drunk of the Spring. | 12 
2. Be conſiderate in your Choice, Lou ſee how ſevere the Rules of that Condition 
are, when you are once engaged in it; and therefore, when you find that you are cal- 
led to it, befure. to recommend it earrelily to God by Pr 4 er, as Abraham's Servant did, 
Gen. 24. 12. In this way beſure to ackdowledge him, and he ſhall direct thy Paths, 
No buſineſs fo critical, none fo weighty; and theretore no buſineſs fo calls tor ſolemn 
and earneſt Prayer, And let Rea ſon Judgement have ſumè ſtroke in your Choice. 
Do not fuſt love, and then conſider; but firſt consider, and then love. Chiefly fix your 
Obſervation on the Soul ef the Party. marry to lay Lands to Lands, or Money 
to Money; but tte you that his or her Soul lie well tor yours. For no Beauty, Por- 
tion or Friends will ſettle upon you a comfortable Life, if Pride, Paſſton, or any other 
Luff predominate in the Soul. And why will you eſpouſe a perpetual Croſs, tor ſome 
preſent profit or delight? end Mr. 6 
It concerns theretore the Man, and e/pecially the Noman, to endeavour to marry a 
Member of Chr:#, a religious Perſon ; where they moſt rationally expect the conſcio- 
nable diſcharge of their reſpe&ive Duties, If ſuch be nat the beſt Husbamds and Wives 
it is not by reaſon ot their Piety, but their defect of it. Add to this a Diſcovery of the 
natural Tempers of thoſe you mean te-marry. If they are proud and-imperious to o- 
chers, ten to one they will be. ſo to you; if they are cholerick, ſower or ſullen, you will 
hardly find an Heaven up Earth. And you ought to deal plainly with one another, 
both concerning yeur natural Defects, concerning your mortal Di/poſitions, and con- 
et rning your civil Condition, that you may not give, and that Satan may not take an 
Advantage, whereby to cauſe Diſquiet or Repinings afterwards. You count it a Cheat 
to have an unſound, ill· condition d, decripid Baa? put upon you, for a ſound, young, 
and towardly ont; certainly it is the greaxett injury in. the World, to defraud one whom 
you pretend. to love; and to wrong t in that wherein you can never make them Re- 
r 1 4 SE Net lit 1064 i 
3. Study the Duties of Marriage before you enter into it. Leap not into this ſo- 
lemn Condition at adventures. There are Cro/ſes to be born, there are Snares to be a- 
voided, there are Duties to be done, and do you make ne Proviſion? Hence flow the 


trequent Miſcarriages in that han9ureble Eſtate : Hence that Repentance, which is 


5 
* 


both 


both tos ſoon and tas late. The Husband knows not how to rule, and the Wife knows 
not how no obey; Both ignorant, both conceited, both miſerable. 

And therefore Parents ought to teach their Children the Duties of Tedlock, before 
they enter into the State of Medlock. Neither can they ever be acquitred before God 
that hurry, young People, ready or unready, willing or unwilling, yea ſometimes very 
Children, 2 ſecular Advantages, into this Relation. A conrle that hath been H. 
lized by infinite diſaſtrous Conſequences. And moſt people f ep into that Effate meerli- 
to obtain pleaſures and gain, but as ignorant of their Duty as the Beaſts that perith : 
and fo Families, that ſhould be the Nurſeries of the Church and Commonwealth, prove 
to be the very Seed-plots of Diforder and Debauckery. 5 | 

Endeavour therefore to read over, befides the Scripture (which is the Book of Books) 
Dr. Gouge's Treatiſe of Domeſtical Duties, or Mr. Bolton, or Mr. Gæteter, or Mr. 
Whately.on the ſame Subject; and the learned will loſe no labour in reading Ludovy- 
cus Vives de Officio Mariti & de Chriftiana femina, from each of whole Garden V 
have made up this ſinall Poſte, and wherein you will find, eſpecially in the fir? and la, 
z more full and clear ſtating and proving theſe things, than can be expected from fo 
_ ſimple a Man in ſo 2 a time. 4. Reſign up your ſelves bzth of r nfeignedly 

unto God, and to his Will; until you be favingly regeneratedand ſanctified, you can- 
not pleaſe God, nor be intire Bleſſiings to one another. Lou may indeed live together 
like ruil Pagens ; but what's this to the Life of Chriſtiaus? Religion will moit firmly 
bind you to God, Religion will moſt firmly bind you to one another. A go jener 
may do much, but a zew Nature ſuper · added to it will do more. The Husbard tha: 
truly, I ſay that truly fears God, dares not be bitter to his Wife ; the Wife that truly 
fears God, dares not be croſs with her Husband. A Bible placed between you will rake 
up many a Difference, comfort you under many a Croſs aud Pang, guide you in many 
a Strait, wherein Fleſh and Blood will be confounded, and at a lots. And then in thoſe 
eritical Caſes wherein Duty and Paſſion ſtrive for Maſtery, reſolve with your ſelves, - 
that it is much better for either of you to obey God's will, than to have your own ; that 
as there is the higheſt Reaſon in his Commands, ſo there is the greateſt Sweetweſs in obey- = 
ing them. Set oft before you that golden Rule, Mat. J. 12. and calmly conſider, whe- 
ther you behave your ſelf to your Joe fellom, as you your felt would be dealt with, if 

ou were in their Condition. And tho? you be never ſo juft and goed other ways, yet 

lieve that, Jans. 2. 10. he or fbe that keeps the whole Law, and jet offends knowing- 

ly (and commonly) in one point, is guilty of all. Your Righteowſneſs abroad will not- 
excuſe your Croſneſs at home, nor her Zeal in Prayer make any Amends for her Heat 
in Paſſion, But when you are both reſolved to ſtudy your own Duties, ard tincerely to- 
do them, how hard foever, you will live together as Heirs of the Grace of Life, and as 
Heirs of the Life of Glory. | 1 

5. Settle your Aﬀetions well at the beginning. It was a wiſe and true Obſervation, 
That Veſſels, which are compated of divers parts, or glued together of divers pieces, 
at firſt will 77 with every Bruiſe or Fall, be broke in pieces; but when they are 
ftringthened by Traci of Time, it will he very hard, yea ſcarce poſfible, to ſeparate 
them So it is in Marriage, at firſt the Union is yaw and green; an Unkindneſs then, 
acroſs Word or Look, will quickly alienate z but when Time and Experience have con- 


ſolidated this new-ſprung Affection, then it will be much harder to dillolye it, And be- 
th ing 


LR ER” 1 . 
— k — 9 9 ww. 
= 3 * % v4 - : % = 


3 as. 
s ® x 1 " a * 3 | * | * N 4 1+» 
. %" * ; Hh : 0 . : " 
- N : * "x * 2G — * 


by N i = . bu . F<. S 
| » *V - . 1 0 \ 
- * - ; 
. .%Y — FA - 1 
24 


ing once aſſured of a conjugel Love in each other, give no way to curſed Fealouſ; 
which very often hath no other ground than the Wea 


are fick of ii: And to beſure, when once it is admitted, all the Joy and Comtort of this 


Lite is gone; it is a bitter-ſweet Poiſon, nnd miſerable are they that either give or take 


Occaſion for it. Stop your Ears therefore, and knit your Brew, upon ale- bearers and 
Whiſperers, that, under pretence of great Love ind Secrecy, tell you uff Nothing. And 
remember, that Love thinketh n Evil, but puts the beſt Interpretation poſſible upon 
the doubtful Words, Looks and Carriage of a Stranger, much more of ſo near a Rela- 
tzon. Au this I mention here, becauſe moſt commonly Jealouſy takes place there, 
where true Affection was never fixed and rooted in the beginning. 1 

6. Laſtly (to ſpeak all in one) pray for Wiſdom, Humility and Uprightneſs. 1. Wiſ- 
dom; for we owe many of our Domeſtick Diſtempers to our Weakneſs and Indiſcreti- 
on, not wiſely preventing or removing things that cauſe Offence.” How eafily would a 


| wiſe Man avoid d iſtaſting Words, Looks or Actions? How eaſily might He keep his Au- 


thority, and never forfeit it, and ſhe ſubmit and never diſpute it? Wiſdom would pick 
and chooſe the fitteſt Opportunities to inſtru, adviſe, reprove and comfort; & would 
direct to the beſt manner and method wherein to do it. Wiſdom will conſider, that ei- 


ther Party might have found the ſame or greater Croſles in another Condition, as in this, 
or in another 


in the diſcharging of their Duties. This will keep the Husband from the intemperate 


Uſe of his Power, and the Wife in a ready Subjection to her Husband ; For only by 


Pride commeth Contention, but with the well-aduiſed is VViſdom, Prov. 13.t0. A 


47. This alſo will greatly help them to Contentment in their Condition: For (ſays 
Humility) my Husband, my Wife is a great deal too good for ſuch a ſinful Creature as 


Lam; my Condition is too good for me; theſe Straits and Troubles are great, but I 


deſerve greater; this was a ſharp Reproof, but alas! I deſerve Hell, and what's a harſb 
word to Hell? That Man or Woman will fit down quietly with great Tryals, that 


know they are not worthy the leaf? of Mercies, befides, Humility will fi 
fuch a Carri 


and force R from them. 


or Wickedne)s of them Hin | 


erſon. as in this; and therefore Things are well in that they are not worſe : | 
And however, that Marriage, which is God's Ordinance, muſt not be charged with 
their DiſJuiets, but themſelves, And 2. Humility, that is a fingular Help for them both, 


Spirit could not agree with an Angel, but the Humble will with any ho- 


e and Behaviour in Word and Deed, as will infallibly oblige each other, | 


And laſtly, Uprightmeſs is neceſſary to the doing of theſe Duties well : For there is 


& conclufrve Law in an 1 


than to diſpute ; 
and in obedience to do more than their Part, rather than leſs. In doubting Caſes, 


the upright Heart will chooſe the ſafe Courſe, thaugh it prove the hardef?, and re- 

folves to ſuffer the greatef# Injury, rather than do the leaſt. An upright Heart 
watches again#t ſinful ſelf, which is the great Root of Injuries and Miſc iefs in every 

relation, and prompts us to keep on in the way of our Duty, notwithſtanding all Diſ- 


couragements. In a Word, the upright Hniband and Wife ds cheifly ſtudy each their 
own Duty in their relations, — are moſt ſevere a gainft their own particular Fail- 
Fa" wh bes. | 


ht Heart to do the whole Will of God, whether it appear 
#0 be with them or againit them; it will teach them rather to obey 
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